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To the Hon .H.A.W.Skenn, Judge of the Circuit Court for Lee County s 


L 


Humbly comnlaining,your orator ,Georpe Davis,a citizen of 


Lee County ,Virginia,respectfully represents unto your honorsthat 


he and one Bettie Coomer,was duly married to each OUNSP Lon "or 


about the ste Sen Cay Ol, See ce |  90S<that arter there 


Said Marriage they lived together and cohabited together as man 


and wife until about the day of 


lr 


, 190 
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that he ig.now ant has been for more than a year previous to ‘this 
and citizen 

date a resident,of this State ana county;that the said Bettie 
Davis is now and has been for several years a resident of this 
state and county; that atter-~the marraiace of vour complainant 

and the said Bettie,she the said Bettie without the knowledge, 
consent ,procurement and connivance of vour orator became untrue 
to him,by having carne] intercourse with one Bud Bush, at vwani- 
ous and divers times,beginning soon after their said marriage, 


and continuing the same on dom to the present,and also by having 


carnel intercourse at varéous other times and vlaces with divers 


other verson unknown to your orator;that the adulterous acts of 
the said Bettie with the. said Bush were committed in this county 
in the river ridge south of the town of Olinger. 

Yovr orator will -further show unto your honor,that.as soon 
aS he learned or heard of the infidelity of his said wife,he ine 
vestigated the truth of the reports,anad to his shagrin end sorrow 
he found that they were true and that she as aforssaid been pull = 
ty of adultery by having carnel intereours with the said Bush 
and others whom he could not learn the names ofkka;that the said 
adulterous acts of his said wife were committed within the last 
next three preceeding years:and that aS soon as he found out 
the truth of the reports on her,he left her and has not since 
lived with,ncer cohabited with her,nor in any way condoned ter 
said offense. 

The premises considered,your orator is advised that he ig 


entitled to have your honor's court grant him an absolute di-+ 
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vorce for ever dissolving the bonds of matrimony now existing 


beween him and her;that,however,he is remediless in the nremises 

Save in a court of equity;and ke his prayer therefore,is +¢ 

your honor take copnizance of his said cause of comnlaint:that 

the said Bettie Davis be made & narty defendant to this bill:that 

she be required to answer the same,but she need not do so on oath 

as that is waivedsthat on the coming of the proof in this Cause, 

he be granted a divorce a vinculo matrimoni from the Said Bettie; 

and that all other,further and general relief be awarded to your 
his 

orator that the nature of ker,Cause may require to meet good con- 


science and equity. And he will 
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George Davis, Plaintiff. 
Vs. In Chancery, 
Bettie Davis, Defendant. 
This cause came on this the llth day of December, 1903 
to be heard uno0Nn the bill of the complainant, and the de-— 
| Sition of witnesses and was argued Dy counsel. 
ON consideration of all wnich and it, appearing to the 


Gourte that process in ‘his cause was daly served before 


the 2nd, St Movember, Rules, 1903 and for more than fifteen 


lays before ist day of this term of the Court, and said de— 
Tendant® failing to appear nerein, it is adjudged ordered and 
decreed that the ponds of matrimony be and the same is 
hereby forever Aissolvea between said plaintiff ang defendant, 
and the said vlaintiff ig hereby awarded a divorce a vineulo 
matrimony rom the said defendantay 

And it is further ordered that said plaintiff recovered 
Trom said defendant his costs; Ana this cause is strivken 


‘from the docket. 





Decree Finnl. 


Enter this Dec.,11,1906. 
fv Et. US Sh os 


nome re owns + 


— ab” me —— ae 


Juagce. 





: 


To. Bettie Daviss 
Take notice that on the 27th day of November, 1906,at the 


store house of James H.Reasor,in the town of Olinger,in Lee Coun= 


ty, Virginia ,ana between the hours of Nine A.M. and 4. O8.M.of that 


day,i will proceed to take the depositions of Of Frank Bush and 
others to be read as evidence in my behalfyjin a certain suit in 
chaneery now pending in the Cirenit’ Court’ Por Lee County ,Virginia. 
wherein [I am plaintiff and you*are” defendant; and if from any 
cause the taking of said depositions be not commenced or if com- 
menced be not concluding on that day,the taking thereof will be 
adjourned from day to day and from time to time and from nlace to 
nlace,between the same hours until the same are comvleted. 
This the 15th day of November, 1°96, 
Yours’ Wery DrulLy, 
Georeg Davis. 


Pennington Bros. P.Q. 





Bettie Davis could not be found at her usual place of 


abode on the 15th dav of November, ai So the within no- 
tice was executed on said Nov.,15, 1906 ,within the countv 

of é¢,by delivering. a. trué sony a the Same in writing, 
ona “iving VAmMrormatien (of Mts ning erties. t Coomer ,a 
member of said Bettie Davis’ family,an as Tound 44: Be tthe 
Davis' usuat place of abode,and who is @ member of satd 
Bettie's family,and above the age of ae years's 
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George Davis,Plaintiff 
VBe 
Bettie Davis, Defendant. 


The depositions of Susan Coomer, ane Mes, Doweee 


g 
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taken before mo,W.K.Hopkins,a commissioner in chancery for the 
Circuit court for Lee County,at the store house of James H.Rea= 
sor,in the town of Olinrer,in Lee County, Virginia,on the 27th 
day of Novemeber,1906,and between the hours Of Nine A.Me and 
Four P.M.of that day,and pursuant to the notice hereto attached, 
which depositions are to be read as evidence in behalf of 
Georeg Davis,the plaintiff in this cuase,wherein the said George 
Davis is plaintiff and Bettie Davis is defendant. 

Present, E.W. Pennington, attornoy for the said plaintiff; 


" " ad - - Defendant. 


“ 
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The witness Susan Cenner,after being duly sworn deposes as 
follows, to=wits y 
Qel. Give your name,age ana visi tenets 
Ans. My name is Susan Coomer;I am 26 years Olds;and reside in 
Lee county, Virginia,in the Turkey Cove country. 
Qe Se State whether you are acquainted with George Davis, the 
plaintiff in this case,and Bettie Davis the defendant in this 


case? If so,how long have you known them? 


ANS, T am accquainted with said parties. I have known them 
CF 


for about all their lives, 

QeSe Where does George and Bettie Davis live? 

Ans.They live in Lee County,Virginia,near the town of Olinger, and 
have so lived about all their lives. They were raised in this 
neighborhood, They have lived and resided in this county for 
more than a year previous to the institution of this BUite 

Qe Re Did you see George Davis and said Bettie married?if so, 


about when was it they married to each other? 


Ans. I saw them married, SEXMAEXEREN XAHDUE they married in this 


county, 
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county,about July,1905. 


QeS5e Are said George Davis and Bettie Davis now living to 
gether as man and wife? If not,about how long since they have 
lived together as man and wife,if you know? 

Ans.They are not now living together as man and wife. It has 
been a good while since they lived together;it has been some eight 
or ten months since they have lived together as man and wife, 
Q1Q. 6. Did you ever see any improper conduct out of the said 
Bettie Davis,since she and the said Gorege Davis Married to each 
other,if so,tell what it was and when it was? 

Ans» About last February or March,1906,I was at Cass Bushes 
house, staying all night; Mr.Bush was sick with fever,and I was 
there that night sitting ig with them. Said Bettie Davis was ale 
so theftp. Some time in the night,Bettie Davis asked me to ZO out 
doors with her;but I told I did not want to go out;so she went 
out,howver,hy herself, But before she went out of the house, I 
nosiced Crit Barker &0 out of the house,and pretty soon she follow 
ed him.That arroused my suspicions that somethig was wrong,so in 
a few minutes after she went out of the house, Cass Bushes wife aid 
I went to the door,and there we saw said Bettie Davis standing 
near the corner of the housé,with her olothes up above fer waist; 
and Crit Barker standing also against her with his arms around 
her. We watched them a minute or SO,and then we went back into 
the house,and left her and Crit out there. In about a half<of an 
hour she came back into the house,but Crit did not come in.After 
she came back into the house,I told her what I had seen,and shamed 
her for her conduct,but she just hung her heat and said nothing. 

I think this was about midnight. 

Qe7e State whether the said George Davis and Bettie Davis have 
lived together as man ana wife since you saw the things above mene 
tioned by you? 

Anse They have not lived together since that time. Before the 


nicht I speak of in answer to question 6,I had heard of bad talk 





nS ows 
about said Bettie Davis,and at that time I don't think George 
and her were living together;I think they had separated some 
Little time before that. 

Qe8- State whether the acts about which you have told in 
andswer to question 6 were brought bout the procursment,connive 
ance or consent of the said Georege Davis? 

Ans. I don't have any idea they were brought about the con« 
Bent of the said George. I don't have any idea he knew any thing 
about it at that time. I think he was at Blackwood in Wise county 
at the time of the said occurrrance. 

Qe 9. Where is the sad Bettie Davis now if you know. 

Anse She is at her father's,-in the Turkey Cove country,in this 


county. 


And further this deponent saith not. 
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Sam Coomer,another witness after being duly sowrn,doposes as 
follows: 

Qe le Give your naneé,age residence and occupation? 

Ans. My name is Sam Coomer. I am 36 years old; I reside in Lee 
county,Virginia, in the Turkey Cove Country,and am a farmer. 

QeL- State whwther you you are acquainted with George Davis and 
Bettie Davis,the parties to this suit? If so,how long have you 
known them. 

Anse J am acquainted with both of said parties,ever since they 
were kids, 

Qe5e Where does George Davis now live and reside,and how long 
has he been so residing? 

Anse He resides in Lee County, Virginiasand made at and around 
Olin-er,his home all his livee He has so lived for more than a, 
year previous to Nov.lst,1906. 

Qe 4¢ State whwther you ever saw any improper conduct out of the 


said Bettie Davis? If so,tell what it was you saw,and when.tell 





all about it? 

Anse Along about the last of February,1906, one night going from 
church at the Seminary in this county, I saw said Bettie Davis and 
Crit Barker going along with his arm around her;they were talking 
and having a good time. Then in a few nights after this,I saw 
Adern Kelly going along with his arms around her,» 

Qe Se State whuther the said George Davis and Bettie Davis are 
now living together? If not,about how long have they been sepae 
rated? 

ANBe They are not living together now;they have been sepa= 


rated ever since about Jan.,1906. 


And further this depoment saith not. 
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James Bowen,another witness after being duly sowrn,deposes as 
follows: 

Qe 1. Give your nae,age,residence and ocuupation? 

fns. My name is James Bowen; I am 20 years old; I reside in 
this county in the Turkey Cover countrye I am a farmer. 

Qe Se State whether you are acquainted with George Davis and 
Bettie Davis,the parties to this suit? If so,how long have you 
known theme 

Anse I am acquatinted with said parties. I have mostly been 
raised with them. They both live in this county,and have been 
living in it ever since I can remember, 

Ge & State whether you ever saw any imihobai conduct out of 
the said Bettie Davis? If you say you did,tell what it was you 
saw,when and all about it? 

Anse Some three weeks ago,I was staying all night at Cass 
Bushes;and along a little while before day,said Bettie Davis and 
Frank Bush came in from, where together. There was no one with 


them whne they came in at Cass Bushes,that I saw. I stayed there 


until 
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until after breakfats,and so did they. I left them there. They 
did not say where they had been when they came ine They had not 


stayed all night at Cass Bushes that night. They had stayed some 


There else. 


And further this deponent saith not. 


I hereby certify that the foregoing depositions of Susan Coomer, 


Sam Coomer and James Bowen were taken, subscribed and sworn to be- 


fore me at the time and at the place mentioned in the caption. Wit= 


ness my hand this the &7th. day of November, 1906. 
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Commissioner in 


Chancery. 
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Ghe Coun normweatlth of oY LoL, 


To the fa 
WE COMMAND YOU, That you PAE 


ens ‘Z a bill in nie exhibited against 
net 


And have then there this writ. Witness, H. C. T. EWING, Clerk of our said Court, at the court-house, the/ i 
day ot. LBA et Jee 0 and ref A ye88 of the Commonwealth. 


A Copy, Teste: | 2 RW Cig ao, Cleric. 





The said Bettie Davis coul@ not be found at her usual place 
of abode,on Nov.,15th,199&,so the within summons was ere- 
cuted on said Nov.,15th, 1906,by delivering a true copy of 
the same within Lee County,Va.,in writing,and giving in- 
formation of its purport to Jack Coomer,who was found at 

ySaid Bettie Davis’ usual place of abode,and who is a nen- 
‘@ ber of said Bettie's family,and above the ace of sixteen 
years. 
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For Pi.Momeel, StE.C. 
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